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BSGCT Undergraduate Research Bursaries
Guidelines 2025

These guidelines describe the BSGCT Undergraduate Research Bursary Programme
and are for the 2025 round only (https://www.bsgct.org/undergraduates). Please read the
website and these guidelines before making an enquiry or completing an application form.

The closing date for receipt of applications is 5pm Friday 4th April 2025.

Nature of Award

The purpose of the award is to give experience of research to undergraduates with research
potential and to encourage them to consider a career in scientific research. The award
provides support for the student at a rate of £250 per week for a period of between 6 and
8 weeks.

Eligibility

e Applications are made by researchers who are members of the British Society for
Gene and Cell Therapy (BSGCT) on behalf of a named undergraduate student.

e Researchers in the field of gene therapy at universities and research institutions
within the UK are eligible to apply.

e Projects must be focused on gene and cell therapy. Subject areas include non-viral
gene therapy, viral gene therapy, immunotherapy, monogenic and hereditary
disease, stem cells, cancer and oncolytics, cardiovascular/ocular disease and
vectorology or genetic vaccines. Postdoctoral researchers and new lecturers,
early in their careers are also encouraged to apply, and should note this on the
application form.

¢ Only one application should be submitted by a supervisor.

e Preference will be given to host supervisors who have not previously been awarded a
BSGCT URB grant in previous rounds of the scheme.

e Students will take up the award during the summer vacation in their penultimate year
(i.e. 2/3 or 3/4) of their degree. Applications on behalf of first- or final-year
undergraduates, or graduates, will not be considered.

e Medical students, and medical students studying for intercalated science degrees,
are not eligible for these awards.

e Mature students are eligible to apply, but must not have a previous degree in any
subject.

e Students must be registered at a UK institution for the majority of their
undergraduate science degree.

e Bursaries will not be awarded for projects that are a part of degree work or for work
which will take place overseas.
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Adjudication

Adjudication will be advised by independent expert referees, selected by the BSGCT board.
The scheme is competitive and applications will be judged primarily on the quality and merits
of the student, as well as the scientific merit of the project and the experience the student will
have whilst working on it. Preference will be given to:

e Students who are expected to achieve a 1% or 2.1 degree, who are considering a
career in research, but who have not yet had an opportunity to experience research.

e Research projects that have a clearly defined objective which is achievable by the
student in the time available.

e The educational value of the project and the host laboratory environment.

e Projects which give scope for thought and initiative on the part of the student and do
not use the student as a general assistant.

How to apply

The application must be made by the person who will supervise the research and not the
student. However, supervisors should discuss the project in detail with the nominated
student who should also contribute to the project design. Applications must use the
application form which can be downloaded from our website -—https://www.bsgct.org/
undergraduates.

Awards are not offered directly to individual researchers but to the institutions to which they
belong. By signing the application form, the Head of Department signifies their
willingness for the award to be administered by their department, and agrees to the
Conditions of Award. Awards are made formally to the institution on the understanding that
the investigation complies with the safety and ethical regulations of the institution and that
the institution will ensure that the requirements of all relevant regulatory authorities will be
met before the work commences.

Completed applications with all relevant signatures should be sent by email to
board@bsgct.org with "URB 2025" in the subject heading.

The closing date for applications is 5pm Friday 4th April 2025 and all applications will
be acknowledged by e-mail to Supervisors. Decisions will be communicated to Supervisors
by 30™ April 2025.

If you need to withdraw your application, or receive alternative funding, please let us
know as soon as possible on the email above. Please bear in mind that we are a small

central team and that processing each application takes time. We receive many more good
applications than we can fund, so please help us to use our resources in the most effective
way.

Application forms can be downloaded from our website: www.bsgct.org.
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