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Scope

[bookmark: _Hlk119327610]This call is designed to provide gene and cell therapy researchers with an opportunity to develop novel ideas and generate preliminary data to support larger-scale applications for external research funding. This call also aims to provide postdoctoral researchers with an opportunity to work independently from their PI, supporting career progression long-term. 

· The award is a maximum of £5,000 to be used over a maximum of 12 months
· Applicants must obtain confirmation from their group leader that they will have the necessary time to undertake the proposed research project
· Confirmation of ethics approval and/or relevant Home Office animal licenses will need to be provided 
· Internal grant submission procedures at the host institute should have been approved prior to submission of this application to BSGCT
· Funded applicants must provide either a non-confidential 30 second video or blog post about their research for use on the BSGCT website or social media 
· Funded applicants must acknowledge BSGCT when presenting any data or outcomes of the project 

Applications will be via the accompanying form, plus a strictly 1-page CV. 

All pages should be completed and returned electronically to board@bsgct.org quoting Pilot Grant 2025 in the subject line by the closing deadline of 5pm Friday 30th January 2026.

Eligibility

· Applicants must have been a BSGCT member for at least the last two full years
· Applicants must be postdoctoral researchers at an independent research organisation capable of receiving awards
· We cannot accept applications from MSc or PhD students, or those with permanent positions
· Applicants must not have received any previous BSGCT funding, e.g. undergraduate research bursary 
· Applicants should not have received substantive personal funding, e.g. fellowships, or research grants as PI (more than £10,000)

Review process

All aspects of the review process are confidential. By applying, you are agreeing that members of the BSGCT ECDC sub-committee, board and external review panel will read your scientific ideas. Reviewers will sign a confidentiality agreement. 

An initial triage will be performed by the BSGCT ECDC sub-committee, assessing eligibility, lay description, novelty and impact, before shortlisted applications to go to full review. 

Shortlisted applications will be reviewed by a panel considering the criteria of scientific quality, strategic relevance to gene and cell therapy, feasibility and track record of applicant. 

Timeline

· Submission opens: 1st November 2025
· Submission closes: 30th January 2026
· Notification of outcome: at BSGCT annual conference (15th-17th April 2026)
· Project start: within 3 months of funding decision

Eligible costs

· Consumables
· Animal costs

Ineligible costs

· Investigator time/project management
· Salaries for staff or students
· Conference fees or travel expenses
· Equipment
· Indirect costs or overheads
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